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Agricultural Outlook Conference Held- 
Government promised strong support

• STAFF REPORTER

On Wednesday, the 5th  
of October, the first ever 
Agriculture Outlook 
Conference was held at 
Protea Hotel in Windhoek, 
Namibia.

Under the theme “Farmers, 
food, future”, the 
conference has been jointly 
organized by all the farmers’ 
unions in the sector. That 
is, the Namibia National 
Farmers Union (NNFU), 
Namibia Emerging 
Commercial Farmers 
Union (NECFU), the 
Previously Disadvantaged 
Namibian Farmers Union 

(PDNF) and the Namibia 
Agricultural Union (NAU). 

The conference aimed at 
learning the importance 
of organized structures 
and financing models and 
help to attract funding in 
agriculture. It also aimed 
at learning about the 
challenges that farmers face 
and also their proposals 
to reactivate the ALC 
schemes.
Calle Schlettwein, the 
minister of Agriculture, 
Water and forestry, was the 
key note speaker.

Continue Page 2

Alisa Amupolo Appointed as  New NAMDIA 
CEO

• SAMUEL DANIEL

PHOTO: Alisa Amupolo - NAMDIA CEO

Namib Desert Diamonds 
(PTY) LTD(NAMDIA) 
appointed Alisa 
AMUPOLO as their new 
Chief executive Officer 
for  the next five years. 
Alisa is replaced NAMDIA 
founding Boss Kennedy 
Hamutenya whose contract 
expired early this year.

According to the statement 
released by NAMDIA, 
Alisa holds a Master of Arts 
Degree in International 

Communication, as well 
as a Bachelor of Media 
Studies from the University 
of Namibia. She is currently 

studying toward a PHD in 
Business Administration 
with the Namibian Business 
School.
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On behalf of the government, he stressed the importance 
of agriculture to economic growth and the role of the 
government in ensuring food security and socio-economic 
development. 

The government recently started with the process of 
repurposing the Green Schemes by offering their operation 
and productive utilization to the private sector operators.

The minister highlighted four fundamental key actions 
that will enable the sector to prosper which include 
urgency for policy reprioritization in the sector as a 
sustainable pathway for building back better amidst the 
lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic and the on-
going Ukraine-Russia conflict.

“The lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
pass-through effects from the Ukraine-Russia conflict 
bring forth the needed policy responsiveness for the new 
normal. This new normal predisposes a shift in the policy 
priority away from relying on trade for food security, 
towards food self-sufficiency. This policy priority requires 
much improved productive capacity in agriculture across 
all the value chains.” Calle Schlettwein.

Provided the vast land and water resources, Namibia 
heavily depends on export for food security.

 Emphasizing the importance of Agriculture to the 
Namibian economy, acting president of NNFU, Mr. Amon 
Kapi, said that most of the policies and systems are not in 
favor of agriculture. “The importance of farmers’ unions 
could not be emphasized enough. The challenges include 
politics, lack of support by stakeholders, individuals and 
the key players,” said Kapi.  He also said that farmers 
need to be organized if they are going to be united. 

Email: news@newswave.com.na

agricultural conference - from page 1

Working experience: Alisa started her career in 2014 at 
Namibian Broadcasting Cooperation (NBC) in 2014. She 
worked there to as a Public Relations officer in the area 
of marketing and communication. Not only that, Amupolo 
also worked as a Senior Liaison Officer at the Ministry of 
Health.
While studying in London 2008, she worked with persevere 
British commonwealth of nations Secretariat as a Research 
and Support Deputy. 
Lelly Usiku was named as the Acting CEO after Kennedy 
Amutenya’s contract expired.
NAMDIA is the state agency responsible for government 
diamonds and create a Namibia footprint in the downstream 
market.
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“ The idea to solicit and raise 
funds for development purpose in 
the region should not be a mere 

responsibility for the government 
alone ” — John Mutorwa

• TIMOTEUS IYAMBO

Kavango West Regional Development Fund (KWRDF)  patron John 
Mutorwa aslo Minister of Works and Transport calls for organisations 
and individuals to support the fund and contribute to the development 
affairs in Kavango region. Photo: MICT

Minister of Works and 
Transport also a patron 
of  Kavango West 
Regional Development 
Fund (KWRDF), Hon. 
John Mutorwa  expressed 
satisfaction of the 
KWRDF juristic body for 
raising funds to support 
constituency-level and 
grass roots development 
projects initiatives aimed 
to address poverty in the 
Kavango West region in 
his keynote address during 
the official opening of the 
2022 Regional Career Fair 
at Nkurenkuru Expo site.
 Motorwa who was 
officiating last week Friday 
at the commissioning of 
the official opening of the 
Kavango West first ever 
Career Fair which was 
sponsored by KWRDF, 
called the cooperates 
entities and individuals 
citizens to come on board 
and help the fund to 
string for development.
Mutorwa said the objective 
to be a supplementary to 
government in addressing 
issues faced by Kavango 

West region and improve 
the alimentation of the 
residents by providing 
assistance in addressing 
bottlenecks in sectors 
of education, health and 
agriculture. “A supporting 
hand to already existing 
government efforts to 
address poverty and 
bring changes in the 
livelihood of residents 
in the region should be 
on all of us,” Mutorwa 
urged the residents.  
Inspiring, the fund which 
was formed back in 2019 
its operations is seen to the 
surface. The KWRDF has 
donated furniture to several 
government schools for 
a tune of N$400 000. 
Ten students have so far 
benefitted from the fund of 
which six have graduated 
and four still pursuing 
their studies, he indicated.
One of the fund beneficial, 
Rosalie Sindimba, 
applauded KWRDF for the 
efforts to address financial 
impediment to students 
who want to pursue their 
careers and credited her 

career success is behind 
the fund. “I found myself 
in a situation where I have 
a vision but no financial 
resources to continue 
my study,” she said.
Kavango West Governor, 
Sirrka Ausiku appealed 
for more donations from 
institutions and individuals 
and  join the battle for 
supporting a Namibian 
child. The number of 
learners who approached 
the fund for funding is 
too high. “The KWRDF 
is facing a big challenge 
to meet the demand and 
carry out its mandate 
since the fund only relies 
on individuals who 
voluntarily contribute 
money to it,” she said.
The career fair was 
attended by students from 
different institutions such 
as NUST, UNAM, IUM, 
Rundu Vocational Training 
centre and NAMCOL. 

Email: news@
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Hashiyana Primary 
School Commemorates 

Readathon
• STAFF REPORTER
A total of 6 prizes were awarded to best performers 
at the Readathon event held at Hashiyana Primary 
School (HPS) yesterday, Thursday, September 
29. The event was sponsored by Chicco Group 
of Companies, Dr. Mvula M’nyango and Build it. 
They were all among attendees.

Five schools, represented by 4 learners each, took 
part in what organizers call a successful event. 
They had to compete in the geophonic, reading 
and spelling bee competitions with three prizes 
won by individual and group categories.

In the individual category, the first and second 
prizes were won by learners from HPS with the 
third prize taken by Charles Anderson Combined 
School (CACS). The first place was awarded with 
3 novel books with the second place taking 2 novel 
books while the third place took 1 novel book.

In the school category, HPS scooped the first and 
second place walking away with 2 trophies. CACS 
walked away with the third trophy for the third 
place.

The Readathon Week is an annual 
national celebration organized by 
the Ministry of Education, Arts and 
Culture to highlight the importance 
of reading. Commemorated every 
last week of September, the event 
is aimed at encouraging children 
and reluctant readers to read for 
pleasure.

“Everything went on well. The 
learners behaved. Schools showed 
up and the sponsors too. Saying 
‘thank you’ is not enough,” 
remarked Ms. Erick, the school 
librarian.

Email: news@newswave.
com.na

Septembers’ array of festivals and expos

Love Damini Tour, Windhoek showground, SB09 festival, Oshikombo 30 to Oniipa Cultural festival and Nakambale ELCIRN 
church expo, in the month of September hosted a vast of social, business and religious events. The local economy made some 
big scores and participants brought entertainment and lifetime memories. We are going to look at some highlights from some 
of these events.

• STAFF REPORTER

LOVE DAMINI TOUR
Arguably, the best concert ever in the land of the 
brave, Burna Boy’s Damini music album tour 
landed in Windhoek on October 25th. Fans from 
all walks of life came to have a good time at Hage 
Geingob Stadium. Representing the local music 
industry, Gazza, King Tee Dee, PDK, Ethnix, KP 
Illest, Dj Castro, Yezzir and others showed up with 
striking performances. 
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WINDHOEK SHOWGROUND
Having been there since 1899, the event continues to be one 
of the must go to Windhoek events. This year, the event gave a 
chance to exhibitors from different industries to showcase their 
products and services. Overwhelmed organizers for this year’s 9 
days festival described it as a success.
“It was truly an amazing and successful event. Thanks to you, 
” said Mr. Harald Schmidt, Windhoek Show Society Executive 
Vice-President.

SB09 MUSIC FESTIVAL
Again! King Tee Dee broke silence with the third annual music and 
sport festival. The expo took place at the UNAM sports stadium. 
On the journey to the main event that saw electric performers by 
local and SA artists, the sports complex was filled with stalls of local 
exhibitors showcasing their products. Makhadzi from SA was one of 
the main performers at the event.

OSHIKOMBO 30
Self-proclaimed Namibia’s greatest of all times (G.O.A.T), 
well known Exit Rockaz, celebrated his 15 years in the 
music industry in special. The artist 1 week-long festival is 
believed to be one of the biggest in the north so far in 2022. 
No international face, but all local sounds were booked to 
entertain the crowd. The event gave an opportunity to SME’s 

exhibitors.  Exit baptized the event with the launch of his 13th 
studio album titled “Oshikombo 30”. The event is believed to 
be taking place every year from now.  

NAKAMBALE ELCIRN CHURCH 
EXPO
Blessed tradings: Bringing business to the community of Walvis 
Bay, Nakambale ELCRN church recently held their business 
expo. The expo was held at Kuisebmund Stadium in Walvis Bay 
where exhibitors were allowed to showcase their businesses. For 
obvious reasons, no alcohol was sold at the expo. Counselling 
services were also among the service stalls. The crowd was 
entertained by gospel artists like Martin Uukunde.

ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY
Contact Frednard Tuhafeni
Call  +264 81 551 0072
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Ukraine war: “Mother, I ‘ m scared ” - Zaporizhzhia city 
devastated by rocket attacks

They say the rockets hit residential 
buildings before dawn and then again 
several hours later. People are reported 
to be under the rubble. Rescue workers 
are now combing through the shattered 
remains of one elegant five-storey 
apartment building. Glass and rubble 
is strewn across, and nearby shops are 
wrecked Olha Chobotariova, who lives 
nearby, told the BBC: «My children 
were frightened. The windows blew out. 
My daughter got so frightened she hid in 
a corner and I couldn›t drag her out.

«I told her, please come to me and she 
said: ‹No mother, I›m scared.’

«I don›t understand how they could do 
it. There were all just people, children. 
We haven›t done anything. Why are they 
torturing us like this?

«My soul aches for our Ukraine. I have 
no words. It really hurts me. I will never 

forgive Russia for this. I won›t. We 
should take revenge and take it to the 
end. Because we›re Ukrainians. We›re a 
strong nation. I can›t accept this.»

Alla Yermachenko, another local 
resident, told the BBC her elderly 
relatives were in one of the destroyed 
buildings.
«There›s very little hope that they›re 
alive. Why are they doing this to us? 
What are they trying to prove? Killing 
old people. Why? For what?» Mr 
Yermachenko said. »May our tears drop 
not on the ground but on the chests of 
those who launched that missile.»
Andriy Yermak, the head of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky›s office 
reacted to the attack by saying that 
«Russian terrorists know how to fight 
only with peaceful people».

«Crazy cowards,» he added. 
Zaporizhzhia regional head Oleksandr 

Starukh said one woman was killed. 
Another seven people, including a three-
year-old child, were injured.
Russia has so far made no comments on 
the issue.

The Ukrainian-held city is the capital 
of the eponymous Zaporizhzhia region, 
which Russian President Vladimir Putin 
earlier this week declared annexed, 
along with three other Ukrainian regions 
- Donetsk and Luhansk in the east, and 
Kherson in the south. Ukraine and its 
Western allies condemned the move.

Moscow does not fully control any of 
the four regions, and in recent weeks 
Ukrainian troops have made significant 
advances in the the country›s north-east 
and south.
 
SOURCE: BBC NEWS. 
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WHO alert over India-made cough 
syrups after deaths in The Gambia

A global alert has been issued over four cough syrups after 
the World Health Organization (WHO) warned they could be 
linked to the deaths of 66 children in The Gambia.
The syrups have been ‘’potentially linked with acute 
kidney injuries and 66 deaths among children’’, it said.
The products were manufactured by an Indian company, 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals, which had failed to provide 
guarantees about their safety, the WHO added.
The firm has not yet commented.

The BBC has contacted Maiden Pharmaceuticals for 
comment. Indian officials say they have asked the WHO to 
share evidence of the link between the syrups and the deaths.
The WHO identified the medicines as Promethazine Oral 
Solution, Kofexmalin Baby Cough Syrup, Makoff Baby 
Cough Syrup and Magrip N Cold Syrup.

The four products had been identified in The Gambia, but 
«may have been distributed, through informal markets, to 
other countries or regions», the WHO added, in the alert 
published on its website.

It warned that their use may result in serious injury or death, 
especially among children.
The WHO›s intervention came after medical authorities in 
The Gambia - a popular tourist destination - detected an 
increase in cases of acute kidney injury among children 

under Speaking in Geneva on Wednesday, WHO chief 
Tedros Ghebreyesus said: ‘’The loss of these young lives is 
beyond heart-breaking for their families ’’ The WHO said 
that India›s Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation 
indicated that the manufacturer may have only supplied the 
contaminated medications to The Gambia, AFP news agency 
reports, quoting an email from the UN health agency.

But the WHO said that «global exposure» was possible as 
the «manufacturer may have used the same contaminated 
material in other products and distributed them locally or 
exported» them, the agency reports.

at the age of five in late July.

The Gambia›s government has since suspended the use of 
all paracetamol syrups and has urged people to use tablets 
instead. The WHO said that laboratory analysis of samples 
of the products ‘’confirms that they contain unacceptable 
amounts of diethylene glycol and ethylene glycol as 
contaminants’’.

The substances were toxic, and their effects ‘’can include 
abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhoea, inability to pass 
urine, headache, altered mental state and acute kidney 
injury which may lead to death‘’ , it added. The Gambia›s 
health officials said last month that dozens of children had 
died, without giving an exact number.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus , Director 
General of the World Health Organisation 
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