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If not 
church, 
it’s Kids 

Soup 
Kitchen

• STAFF REPORTER

Home away from home: Kids fromFreedonland and nearby 
places having a meal after a day well spent at Kids Soup 
Kitchen.

Operating in a municipal owned 
community center located in 
Freedomland, Katutura, Kids’ 
Soup Kitchen (KSK) has been 
serving as a kitchen away from 
home, a kids’ play ground 
and an educational facility to 
children in the neighborhood of 
Freedomland since 2006. 

The initiative was founded 
16 years ago by Shikalepo 
Kadhikwa, Tommy Ephraim, 
Samuel Kapepo and others to 
feed the street kids, but was later 
changed to accommodate kids 
from all backgrounds. 

KSK is a Wednesday and 
Sunday afternoons home to 
kids from Ombili, Hakahana, 
Freedomland, Okuryangava and 
all nearby locations.  

News Wave Media recently 
visited the place and were 
greeted by overjoyed and busy 

kids, jumping, singing, skipping 
ropes and playing games, 
cards and football among other 
activities. That’s what the kids 
love. That’s what keeps them 
coming to this famous place.

While doing that, the KSK 
kitchen is also busy preparing 
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The Ministry of Urban and 
Rural Development (MURD) 
and the Namibia Statistics 
Agency (NSA), launched 
the Namibia Housing 
Information system (HIS) 
last Thursday, 12th October 
2022 in Windhoek.

According to NSA press 
statement, the purpose of 
HIS is to centralize housing 
and land statistics in the 
country. “The objective is 
to ensure that all land and 
housing statistics are entered 
into a centralized database in 
order to have such statistics 
coordinated and available 
instantly”, reads the press 
statement.

The system will be 
comprised of four modules: 
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Kitchen from Page 1

World Food day commemorated in Uukwiyuushona
• STAFF REPORTER
Uukwiyuushona  village in 
Oshana region  commemorated 
the World Food day last Friday, 
the 14 October 2022.
 
World food day is 
commemorated on the 16th 
October every year with 
an objective to promote 
worldwide awareness and 
action for the elimination of 
hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition.

Part of that day’s program, 12 
food parcels was handed over 
to vulnerable household in the 
constituency. Local 
agricultural producers were 

given a chance to showcase 
their product at the event. 
Some of them (farmers) also 
received a donation fortune of 
farming equipment worth one 
hundred thousand Namibian 
dollars(N$100 000).

In his speech read by  Ndiyakupi 
Nghituwamata, the executive 
director at the ministry of 
agriculture, water and land 
reform, Schlettwein said that 
the number of people that are 
unable to afford a healthy diet 
around the world rose by 112 
million people to almost 3.1 
in 2020, reflecting the impact 
of rising consumer food 

Ndiyakupi Nghituwamata cutting a ribbon at the 
official handover of food parcels at the World Food 
Day held in Uukwiyuushona last week.

Photo: contributed

a meal that will be served later 
before they all call it a day. This 
is courtesy of brave volunteers 
from surrounding locations. 
Among them are the previous 
beneficiaries of the initiative, 
today volunteering to help their 
juniors.

“45% of the people helping here 
are former beneficiaries of this 
organization. They are now big 
men and big women, but they 
did everything that these kids are 
doing here today,” said Johannes 
Nghifikepunye, chairman of 
Kids Soup Kitchen. 

“We don’t just feed them. We 
also have a number of volunteers 
who also teach them how to read 
English… those that are helping 
them to do their homework 
in any subject when they are 
available,” said Johannes.

The initiative’s help to the 
Namibian child goes beyond 
the Sunday sessions. Johannes 
highlighted that through the 
volunteers, they helped a kid to 
go to school who was not able to 
do so due to parents not having 

required documents. 

Having a lot installed for these 
kids, Johannes said the time 
they have to use the facility 
is too limited as they have to 
share it with other programs. 
Accommodating the growing 
number of kids in a small place 
and lack of modern entertainment 
infrastructure, shortage of 
volunteers, especially during 
weekdays, are some of the 
biggest constraints.

Their obvious option is to have 
the program running from 
Monday to Sunday, something 
that couldn’t be done under the 
current circumstances.

KSK are, however, optimistic 
that things will change for the 
better should CoW approve their 
application for a plot which they 
applied for.  This will enable 
them to address some of the 
challenges and also expand their 
help including investing more in 
art. 
Johannes said that any help to 
make this project grow will be 
highly appreciated.  

Massive hailstorm which hit parts of Windhoek centre on 16 
October, Sunday afternoon. Photo: Gateway
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prices during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

He highlighted COVID-19 , 
Russia-Ukraine war, climate 
change and animal diseases 
as but some of the factors 
disrupting supply chain that 
mostly affect low-income 
countries.

Namibia is a semi-arid country 
with minimal crop farming. 
The country depends on South 
Africa and other country for 
food import.

FOOD DAY from Page 2

Namibia and neighbouring South Africa recorded 
similar rain with massive hailstorm on Sunday

• Timoteus Iyambo

While Namibia flashed with 
unusual hailstorms on Sunday, 
16 October, severe hail storm 
appeared in several parts of 
Johannesburg, South Africa.
Multiple reports of massive 
amount of hail were recorded 
in Windhoek parts as the 
region received it’s  share of 
rain on Sunday afternoon. 
Several posts on social media 
showed the hailstorm that 
hit Windhoek centre and 
surrounding suburbs where 
it covered busy routes and 
driveways.
However, South Africa 
embraced more troubling flash 
flooding on Tuesday afternoon, 
causing extensive damage 

in a wide area of Meyersdal 
Eco Estate in Johannesburg. 
The South African Weather 
Service (SAWS) issued a 
warning of possible massive 
wave two on the northern parts 
of Johannesburg. 

Historically, unlike Namibia, 
South Africa was frequently 
hit by strong hail falls in the 
past decade. According to 
the Natural Hazard and Earth 
Sciences of South Africa, 
South Africa is home to 
hailstorm ‘hotspots’ or ‘hail 
belts’ areas that have a much 
higher hailstorm frequency. 

The current record indicates 

that the largest hailstone 
belongs to Johannesburg, and 
Pretoria also has the most 
reported severe hailstorms 
in the country. From 1911-
2004, more than 33 severe hail 
hailstorms were recorded in 
the two cities; a statement from 
SFWS indicates. Hailstones 
with a circumference of up to 
23cm, of the size of a tennis 
ball, caused widespread 
destruction, including the 
breaking of 12 000 large 
windows in the Iscor plant 
area. Damage to farmlands 
was recorded on  27 October 
2004 in the northern part of 
Potchefstroom, Johannesburg.

More cheetahs live in Namibia 
than anywhere else in the 
world.

If you’re hoping to catch a 
glimpse of the fastest land 
animal on the planet, Namibia is 
the place to go to. It is home to 
the world’s largest population of 
free-roaming cheetahs. Etosha 
National Park is probably the 

best place to see them, though 
eagle-eyed visitors might spot 
them throughout the country. 
Previously estimated at a 
population of 4,190 individuals 
in Southern Africa since 2007, 
the total population of the 
Southern cheetah has likely 
reached over 6,000 individuals, 
with Namibia having the largest 
cheetah population worldwide. 

Probably, it is because Namibia 
takes conservation seriously. In 
fact, more than 40 percent of the 
country is under conservation 
management. It was also the first 
African country to incorporate 
environmental protection into its 
constitution hence its bountiful 
wildlife.

By: Ephath HN Shimhanda

Did you know?
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housing stock, land use stock, 
housing needs and informal 
settlements. These modules 
will enable the system to 
identify dwelling units that 
are occupied or available for 
occupation by households 
including structures shacks, 
flats, apartments and backyard 
structures.

It will also provide statistics 
for economic and cultural 
activities such as agricultural, 
residential, industrial, 
recreational, mining and 
quarrying, amongst others. It 
will also capture those areas 
where groups of housing
units have been constructed 
on land that has no water, 
sanitation and electricity 
services and the occupants 
have no legal claim to occupy 
the land.

Talking at the launch, 
Statistician General Alex 
Shimuafeni said the system 
will have the ability to collect 
data from other systems to 
keep it live in an automated 
manner reducing human 
error, duplication of work, 
and reducing human capital 
to manage and administer the 
system.

The system will be on a pilot 
phase for one year before it will 
be fully ready for public use. 
Piloting will include training 
of system users, transfer old 
data pertaining to housing 
and land applications onto 
the system, and ensuring that 
all new applications will be 
recorded through the housing 
information system.

news@newswave.com.na
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Zimbabwe becomes first African 
nation to approve HIV prevention 

drug
Zimbabwe has become the 
first country in Africa and the 
third in the world to approve an 
HIV prevention drug recently 
recommended by the World 
Health Organization (WHO).
Regulators in Australia and the 
US have already given their 
backing to use the long-acting 
injectable cabotegravir (CAB-
LA), and the WHO welcomed 
the move by Zimbabwe.

The country’s fight against 
HIV has seen Aids-related 
deaths fall from an estimated 
130,000 in 2002 to 20,000 in 
2021.

Last year it launched a 
strategic plan to end Aids by 
2030 and has already reached 
a target known as 90-90-90 
– 90% of people living with 
HIV knowing their status; 
90% getting antiretroviral 
treatment; and 90% having 
the virus suppressed.

Zimbabwe becomes first 
African nation to approve HIV 
prevention drug

World Health Organization 
welcomes country’s ‘crucial 
step’ in backing use of long-
acting injectable cabotegravir 
(CAB-LA)
A patient holds two unopened 
blister packs of tablets

Zimbabwe has become the 

first country in Africa and the 
third in the world to approve an 
HIV prevention drug recently 
recommended by the World 
Health Organization (WHO).

Zimbabwe’s healthcare 
system is facing extreme 
difficulties amid the country’s 
economic crisis and no one 
at the Ministry of Health was 
available to comment on the 
new medicine.

LONDON — U.K. Prime 
Minister Liz Truss resigned 
Thursday following a failed 
tax-cutting budget that rocked 
financial markets and which 
led to a revolt within her own 
Conservative Party.
Truss was in office for just 44 
days, making her the shortest-
serving prime minister in 
British history. For 10 days of 
her premiership government 
business was paused following 
the death of Queen Elizabeth 
II.
She said in a statement outside 
Downing Street, “We set out 
a vision for a low-tax, high-

growth economy that would 
take advantage of the freedoms 
of Brexit.”
“I recognize though, given 
the situation, I cannot deliver 
the mandate on which I was 
elected by the Conservative 
Party. I have therefore spoken 
to His Majesty the King to 
announce that I am resigning 
as leader of the Conservative 
Party.”
The party is now due to 
complete a leadership election 
within the next week, much 
faster than this summer’s two-
month period. Graham Brady, 
the Conservative politician 

who is in charge of leadership 
votes and reshuffles, told 
reporters he was now looking 
at how the vote could include 
Conservative MPs and the 
wider party members.
Her resignation came after 
a meeting with Brady, who 
chairs the 1922 Committee 
— the group of Conservative 
MPs without ministerial 
positions who can submit 
letters of no confidence in the 
prime minister. Just before the 
meeting, a Downing Street 
spokesperson told reporters 
Truss wanted to stay in office.

Liz Truss resigns... continue from Page 1


