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The Growth of NamAloe Vera 
• SEBRONIA HEITA

Prime Minister, Dr. Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, 
engaged various traditional leaders in the ||Kharas 
region at Keetmanshoop on  08 November 2022. The 
meeting was attended by the Governor of ||Kharas 
region and leaders from four traditional authorities in 
the region. The meeting deliberated on developments 
relating to decentralisation, development projects in 
the region, land bill, ancestral land bill, resettlement 
and genocide among others.
The Prime Minister also visited the Neckartal Dam.
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In the past years, the business 
industry got to hear the name 
Risto Ashikoto, also known as Mr 
“Mandombo”. Risto Ashikoto 
is a former soldier who took the 
business industry by storm when 
he started his own company called 
“NamAloe Vera”. “I resigned in 
2012 as soldier to face the business 
world because I was tired of 
working under pressure, I am full 
time entrepreneur now, ”Ashikoto 
said.
The NamAloe Vera is a business 
which manufactures cosmetics and 
detergents made in aloe vera plant, 
“I am not only manufacturing 
these products, but I also teach and 
train people all over the country 
to become business owners and 
mentor my fellow Namibians 
to believe in themselves,” Risto 
highlighted.
Ashikoto briefly explained the 
growth of his business as a result 
of hardworking and dedication 
from himself and his team. “When 
we started back then in 2012, our 

business was only into cosmetics, 
but today, we are into cosmetics, 
detergents and giving classes on 
how to manufacture as well as 
introduction to entrepreneurship,”he 
stated.

Ashikoto further added that he 
started his business with N$250.00, 
but as we speak, he received a lot 
of recognition and assistance in the 
business industry. In December 

2020, NamAloe Vera received 
N$40 000.00 by SDGIF Grant, and 
this year, October, they received 
N$10 000.00 from Hon. Emma 
Teofelus, Deputy Minister of 
Information Communication and 
Technology as a Social Enterprise 
award. Additionally, the first 
lady, Madam Monica Geingos, 
rewarded them with N$10 000.00. 
He added that, on his personal 
capacity, this means a lot as it gives 
him more courage to work hard 
so that he can inspire more young 
people to start with what they have. 
He hopes that one day they will get 
recognized the same way he started. 
As a company, it boosts their team 
to reach out to many regions to 
give training. In 2023 Ashikoto and 
his team will visit some African 
countries to learn from the 
experts in cosmetic and 
detergent manufacturing to get 
all the necessary certificates 
and adequate knowledge.

CONTINUE  ON PAGE 2

Risto Ashikoto, Founder of NamAloe Vera
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DID YOU KNOW?
Namibia is among the top 
50 fishing nations of the 
world. The Namibian coastal 
waters are some of the 
richest fishing grounds in the 
world due mainly to the cold 
Benguela Current, which 
flows northwards from the 
Antarctica. It is exceptionally 
high in quantities of 
plankton, which accounts for 
the abundance of anchovies, 
pilchards, mackerels and 
other white fish.
Another phenomenon or 
interesting finding is that, 
the country’s deep seas are 
often considered to be the 
last great unexplored regions 
on earth and contain untold 
numbers of strange and 

bizarre creatures. 
It is said that we know more 
about our own solar system 
than we know about our 
oceans. Every year, hundreds 
of unknown creatures are 
discovered, ranging from tiny 
crustaceans to monster fish. 
Hundreds, maybe thousands, 
remain hidden, and that 
includes the cold and icy 
Atlantic Ocean which forms 
the coastline of Namibia.
Namibia is home to some 
of Africa›s most spectacular 
natural sights. 

Compiled by: Ephath H.N 
Shimhanda

CENSUS MAPPING RESULTS 
FOR 2019-2021 RELEASED
• NANDIGOLO NAKAMBALE

The Namibia Statistics 
Agency (NSA) released 
the 2019/2021 Census 
Mapping results on 
November 2, 2022. The 
results represent findings 
of the census mapping 
exercise undertaken 
between October 2019 and 
February 2021. 
The results shed light 
on some of the standing 
challenges faced by the 
masses in the country such 
as the housing crisis in 
urban areas. A total of 507 
249 dwelling structures 
were recorded all over the 
country, of which 25% 
are shacks, with Khomas 
region having recorded the 
highest number of shacks 
at 41.1%. 
About 53% of households 
in Namibia use firewood as 
the main source of energy 
for cooking, and only 
31% of the households 
use electricity from main 
supplies for cooking. 
Electricity is recorded as 

the main source of energy 
used for lighting by 45.6% 
of households in Namibia 
while 62 % of rural 
households use battery 
lamps and torch cellphones 
for lighting.
Lack of sanitation is ranking 
among top population 
challenges in Namibia with 
a significant proportion 
of 42.6 % of households 
countrywide using bushes, 
riverbeds and fields as they 
have no toilet rooms. This 
challenge is much more 
prevalent in rural areas at 
64.6 % compared to urban 
areas at 22.6 %.
The NSA reported that 
a significant number of 
households in Namibia 
used piped water for 
cooking with 35.6% using 
piped water from outside 
homesteads, 31.5% using 
piped water from inside 
homesteads and 15.4% 
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using public piped water.
Ohangwena and Zambezi 
regions, however, were 
recorded as the top regions 
still battling access to clean 
water with the highest 
proportion of households 
that rely on water from 
unprotected wells for 
cooking at 9.7% and 7.5% 
respectively.
The Census Mapping 
mapped 965,265 structures 
throughout the country, 
representing households 
and all other structures. 
More than half, 55% of 
the total structures were 
situated in urban areas, 
while 435,474 were located 
in rural areas. 
The statistician general and 
CEO of Namibia Statistic 
Agency, Alex Shimuafeni 
showed appreciation 
to the respondents who 
enabled the collection of 
data and all stakeholders 
who made the publication 
of the statistics possible. 
He further highlighted the 
significance of the data 
reported in assisting with 
policy intervention and 
decision-making.

CONTINUE  FROM PAGE 1

CENSUS

Ashikoto said that the quality 
of being an entrepreneur is 
believing in yourself as you 
trust the process. “I trust 
myself and the process of my 
business,” said Ashikoto.  

In 2023, their products will 
be in local stores. By 2025, 
NamAloe Vera has to be in 
some African countries, and 
they are planning to open 
an innovation and training 
institution where training will 
be given on how to produce 
cosmetics and detergents. 
Ever since the launch of 
NamAloe training earlier 
2021, they trained more than 
2700 people in 8 regions. 

Mrs. Cecil David is one of 
the NamAloe Vera trainees.  
She said that  the reason she 
chose NamAloe is because 
it’s a locally owned company. 
“I chose this training to learn 
how to produce products for 

Namibians, from Namibia 
instead of depending on 
other countries. “NamAloe 
Vera is a local company fully 
owned by a Namibian, and 
this training is quite essential 
because it enables us to create 
employment for ourselves and 
employ others,” she added.

Lastly, Mr Ashikoto 
encouraged Namibian youth 
to work hard and focus on 
what is beneficial to them. 
“Namibia and her resources 
belong to us, and we cannot 
wait for anyone from outside 
to build it for us. All we need 
to do is just to start with what 
we have. I have started my 
business with N$250.00, and 
nobody knew about me, but 
now I am receiving attention 
from everyone. You can also 
be one. Just start today”, he 
concluded. 

CONTINUE  FROM PAGE 1

NamAloe

Lab-grown blood given to 
people in world-first clinical 

trial

Blood that has been grown in 
a laboratory has been put into 
people in a world-first clinical 
trial, UK researchers say.

Tiny amounts - equivalent to a 
couple of spoonfuls - are being 
tested to see how it performs 
inside the body.

The bulk of blood transfusions 
will always rely on people 
regularly rolling up their 
sleeve to donate.

But the ultimate goal is to 
manufacture vital, but ultra-
rare, blood groups that are 
hard to get hold of.

These are necessary for people 
who depend on regular blood 
transfusions for conditions 
such as sickle cell anaemia.

If the blood is not a precise 
match then the body starts to 
reject it and the treatment fails. 
This level of tissue-matching 
goes beyond the well-known 
A, B, AB and O blood groups.

Prof Ashley Toye, from the 
University of Bristol, said 
some groups were "really, 
really rare" and there "might 
only be 10 people in the 
country" able to donate.

At the moment, there are only 
three units of the "Bombay" 
blood group - first identified 
in India - in stock across the 
whole of the UK.

Source: BBC
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Musk tells Twitter staff remote working will end
Elon Musk has told Twitter 
staff that remote working will 
end and "difficult times" lie 
ahead, according to reports.

In an email to staff, the owner 
of the social media firm said 
workers would be expected in 
the office for at least 40 hours a 
week, Bloomberg reported.

Mr Musk added that there 
was "no way to sugar coat 
the message" that the slowing 
global economy was going 
to hit Twitter's advertising 
revenues.

The BBC has contacted Twitter 
for comment.

The San Francisco-based 
company told its staff in 
May 2020 that they could 
work from home «forever» if 

they wished to, because the 
company believed its remote 
working measures during 
Covid lockdowns had been a 
success.

But Mr Musk has been on the 
record as having a dim view of 
remote work, writing on the 
site he now owns earlier this 
year that "all the Covid stay-at-
home stuff has tricked people 
into thinking that you don't 
actually need to work hard. 
Rude awakening inbound!"

In June, Mr Musk, who also 
is the boss of Tesla, told staff 
at the electric car maker that 
working remotely was no 
longer acceptable.

Like at Tesla, the entrepreneur 
said he would only grant 
exemptions personally for 

Twitter staff who want to work remotely.

The world's richest man has already announced half of Twitter›s 
staff were being let go, a week after he bought the company in 
a $44bn (£38.7bn) deal.

Mr Musk said he had "no choice" over the cuts as the company 
was losing $4m (£3.51m) a day. He has blamed "activist groups 
pressuring advertisers" for a "massive drop in revenue".

Photo: Elon Musk

Source: BBC

The digital assets market has been rocked 
by the near-collapse of one of the world›s 
biggest cryptocurrency exchanges, FTX.

On Tuesday, FTX struck a bailout deal 
with larger rival Binance after a surge 
in withdrawals caused a "significant 
liquidity crunch".

Concerns about FTX's financial health 
reportedly triggered $6bn (£5.2bn) of 
withdrawals in just three days.

Binance says it agreed to buy FTX›s non-
US unit, pending due diligence.

FTX's founder Sam Bankman-Fried and 
Binance›s chief executive Changpeng 
"CZ" Zhao are two of the most powerful 
people in the cryptocurrency market and 
high-profile rivals.

Crypto firm Binance to take $200m stake 
in Forbes
    US lawmakers to question crypto 
executives

The pressure on FTX came in part from 
Mr Zhao, who tweeted on Sunday that 
Binance would sell its holdings of FTX's 
digital token, known as FTT.

"Due to recent revelations that have come 
to light, we have decided to liquidate any 
remaining FTT on our books," he said. 
FTT has lost almost 80% of its value this 
week.

On Tuesday Mr Zhao tweeted, "This 
afternoon, FTX asked for our help. There 
is a significant liquidity crunch."

Binance said it had signed a letter of intent 

to buy the firm but had "the discretion to 
pull out from the deal at any time".

Also on Twitter Mr Bankman-Fried said: 
"Our teams are working on clearing out 
the withdraw backlog as is. This will clear 
out liquidity; all assets will be covered 
1:1."

"The important thing is that customers are 
protected... We are in the best of hands," 
he added.

Mr Bankman-Fried also noted that FTX›s 
US business was a separate company and 
"not currently impacted by this".

FTX: Cryptocurrency market rocked by near-collapse of exchange

Source: BBC


