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“I am happy to be one of the most 
inspiring women in farming”- The 
Success story of Aina the Farmer
In 2019/2020, Aina well-known as “The Farmer” was 
supported with start-up planting inputs by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform (MAWLR) and 
never looked back.

At the beginning, she started growing tomatoes, 
carrots, lettuce and she recently expanded her passion 

into producing cabbage, maize and watermelons that 
can fill space in the Namibian market.
The beginning of life in farming was never milk and 
honey but one full of struggle.

“There are many challenges in farming but we keep 
trying,” Aina acknowledged.  She further revealed 
that the government of Namibia can increase local 

food production capacity by allocating more similar 
resources to the young people out there to start 
farming.
She said crop farming is all about selling and 
reinvesting. “If you can’t reinvest, you can’t go 
anywhere,” she stressed.
Driven by an unquenched desire to meet the country›s 
food production ambitions,  Aina is determined that her 
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By Timoteus Iyambo

The NAMRA tax refund scam continues

The Namibian Revenue Agency 
(NamRA) has confirmed that a total of 
921 taxpayers from 56 agencies were 
involved in refund fraud, increasing the 
number of scams from 409 as reported 
in July 2022.
According to NamRA, the total amount 
of refunds under consideration ranges 
from N$36 million to over N$136 
million, and only N$7.8 million has been 
retrieved so far.
As a result, 128 warning letters were 
issued to interested parties and 14 
agencies were appointed as collection 
agents on NamRA’s behalf.
To date, 50 criminal cases have been 
filed with the Namibian police and 
investigations are ongoing. Sam Shivute, NAMRA CEO 

• Samuel Daniel

Evoking beauty and creativity   
through visual arts

• Terence Mukasa

It can be difficult to express one›s 
feelings to random people at 
times, but approaches such as 
the visual arts and many others 
have created a space to depict 
issues through the arts.
Bonifatius Ndahapele (23) is an 
artisan boiler at the Namibian 
Institute of Mining and Technology 
(NIMT). He is also a visual artist 
who has taken it upon himself 
to create portraits and pictures 
of couples back in his school to 
express his admiration for love 

and his views on the world.
"Looking back to my high school 
years, I used to draw my favorite 
couples, those I admired, and 
would frequently assist my 
teachers in drawing diagrams on 
the chalkboard. That is where the 
passion for drawing all began," he 
said.
To date, Ndahapele has a couple 
of drawings he describes as one 
of his best artworks of all time, 
such as a picture of the current 
Namibian President, Hage 
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The farmer

products will hit the market once they receive a better 
harvest this season.

Destiny is not a matter of chance, but a matter of choice 
and thus is no exception for Aina Imalwa who is a 

small scale farmer at Etunda Green Scheme Irrigation 
Project.

Life is a journey and it’s what you make of it.  It 
perhaps suffices to say Aina is a true representative 

and inspiration to those who have passions for growing 
crops that can significantly increase food production 
and contribute to socio-economic growth in the country.
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Beauty

Geingob, and a few others from his 
high school.
Inspired by the remarks of his peers 
in high school, Ndahapele began 
drawing for money to help him with 
his daily needs and essentials.
"From my masterpieces, I began 
drawing to earn money for keeps. 
I further established a wide range 
of connections in the art world that 
would help take my talent to the next 
level," said Ndahapele.
Another visual artist, Eva Uuyuni 
(22), bases the overall feel of her 
paintings on songs she listens to and 
describes visual arts as a «conscious 
skill and creative imagination.

The art enthusiast uses acrylic paints 
and other materials on canvas and 
hard-textured paper to create her 
work.
Uuyuni began painting in her primary 
school years but only took the big 
step of painting larger pieces at 19 
years old.
Uuyuni said that she depicts the 
beauty in nature while observing the 
creativity of the world around her and 
celebrating the aesthetic of ordinary 
and mundane objects.
"The main aim of my abstract is for 
aesthetics because all pieces carry a 
hidden meaning," she added.

Usain Bolt mysteriously loses 
millions of dollars

• Samuel Daniel

Photo: Usain Bolt, the highest-earning track athlete in the world.

The company that handles 
the galloping superstar›s 
investments is under scrutiny 
for possible fraud.
The most decorated sprinter 
of all time and an eight-time 
Olympic gold medalist, Usain 
Bolt (36) has amassed a 
sizable fortune through his 
athletic pursuits.
But on January 11th, Bolt›s 
finance team noticed a 
discrepancy in his accounts 
with Jamaican investment firm 
Stocks and Securities Limited 
(SSL).
According to Sports Brief, his 
finance team found him with 
just $2,000 in an account 
where he previously held 
more than $10 million.
"All relevant steps have 
been taken to investigate the 
matter," Nugent Walker, Bolt›s 
executive manager,  told The 
Gleaner. "He's been with [SSL] 
for over 10 years...his entire 
portfolio is under review."
Jamaica›s Financial Services 
Commission (FSC) has 
launched an investigation 
into possible fraud not only in 

Bolt's case, but also in the case 
of many other alleged victims. 
According to the Jamaica 
Observer, his total losses 
exceed $1.2 billion. SSL is 
currently prohibited from being 
sold or traded without FSC 
approval. 

Source: BBC 
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49 bodies found in mass graves after 
militia attacks in eastern DRC - UN
Mass graves containing 
the bodies of 49 civilians 
have been discovered 
in northeastern 
Congo after a series 
of weekend attacks 
blamed on a local militia, 
the United Nations said 
Wednesday.

U.N. deputy spokesman 
Farhan Haq told 
reporters in New York 
that the graves had 
been uncovered in two 
villages in Ituri province, 
about (19 miles) 30 
kilometers east of the 
town of Bunia.

A total of 42 victims, 
including six children, 
had been discovered 
in a mass grave in the 
village of Nyamamba, 
while the bodies of 

seven other men were 
found in another village, 
Mbogi, Haq added.

« P e a c e k e e p e r s 
launched a patrol to the 
area immediately after 
receiving reports of 
attacks on civilians by 
the CODECO militias 
over the weekend. This 
is when they made the 
gruesome discoveries,» 
Haq said in New York.

Local authorities have 
said that CODECO 
— Cooperative for 
the Development of 
Congo — militants also 
abducted a number 
of women during the 
attacks on the villages.

Last June, seven 
CODECO factions 

announced an end 
to violence against 
civilians in Ituri, mainly 
in the Djugu territory 
where they were very 
active. Yet they have 
gradually resumed 
attacks in the area.

At least 195 people 
have been killed since 
December in a series of 
attacks blamed on the 
CODECO militia and 
other armed groups, 
the U.N. said. More 
than 1.5 million people 
in Ituri province have 
been displaced by 
fighting.

  Source: AfricaNews

Australia's 
Toadzilla: 
Record-

breaking cane 
toad found in 
Queensland

A cane toad so giant wildlife officers thought it 
was fake has been found in a north Australian 
rainforest.

The "monster" specimen is six times bigger than 
the average toad, weighs 2.7kg, and could break 
a world record.

Dubbed "Toadzilla", the animal was quickly placed 
in a container and removed from the wild.

Toads - which were first introduced to Australia in 
1935 - are one of the country›s most damaging 
pests and are now estimated to number over 2 
billion.

When park ranger Kylee Gray first spotted 
the massive amphibian while out on patrol in 
Queensland, she couldn›t believe her eyes.

"I've never seen anything so big," she told the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation.

"[It looked] almost like a football with legs. We 
dubbed it Toadzilla."

Her team quickly captured Toadzilla - believed 
to be a female - and returned to base to weigh 
her. They knew she would be heavy, but were 
surprised to find she could set a new world record.

The current Guinness World Record for the largest 
toad - 2.65kg - was set by a pet toad in Sweden 
named Prinsen in 1991.

Ms Gray says this giant specimen likely bulked out 
on a diet of insects, reptiles and small mammals.

"A cane toad that size will eat anything it can fit 
into its mouth," she said.

Toads have no natural predators in Australia and 
the poisonous species have wrought havoc on 
native animal populations.

    How hated Australian bird learnt to wash toxic 
toads
    The rapid spread of Australia›s cane toads

Ms Gray isn›t sure how old Toadzilla was - the 
species can live up to 15 years in the wild - but 
believes she has «been around a long time».

Toadzilla has since been euthanised, as is 
standard practice in Australia for the pests, and 
will be donated to the Queensland Museum.

Source: BBC 
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Okalongo Social LeagueReturned
The community of Okalongo and the 
surrounding suburbs are stunned by 
the return of Okalongo Social League 
(OSL),  which was put at halt due to the 
festive season and also to give room 
for year-end annual tournaments. 

Even though Okalongo Social 
League has become a lucrative way 

for many informal business people 
who always gather and sell their 
products around the fields where 
games are hosted, some teams 
continue to suffer due to lack of 
sponsorship. 

Many teams do not have 
sponsors; therefore they struggle 

with registration fees, not to talk 
about transport from and to the 
league games. This will lead to them 
either losing points or being deducted 
or matches being forfeited due to late 
arrival. The OSL board of directors 
is trying very hard to keep everyone 
in the league, thus it is due to their 

generosity that most of the 
teams are  able to partake in the 
league till date.

 The social league also 
introduced Okalongo Social 
League Christmas Cup and 
annual tournament, which was 
firstly hosted in December 2022 
and will continue to take place 
yearly. The annual tournament 
is a result of one of the initiatives 
by the OSL board of directors, 
for teams to be able to raise 
funds and enable them to run 
their affairs smoothly. 

Okalongo Social League title 
contenders -Barcelona- were the 
first team to win the Christmas 
cup, of  which everyone saw 
them walking away with a hefty 
amount of N$ 5000, while Blue 
Fire came second , therefore 
walking away with N$ 3000. 
All thanks were given to Brosel 
Refrigeration and Electrical, who 
are the sponsors of Okalongo 
Social League Christmas Cup. 
The tournament is played by 14 
domestic teams and very few 
that are not in OSL, because it 
is entirely dedicated for helping 
OSL teams to raise their funds.

Shalulile Return Brings Victory to 
Namibian footballer, Peter 
Shalulile, found the back of 
the net in the 67th minute 
as Mamelodi Sundowns 
FC defeated Chippa United 
2:1 last week.

Shalulile, who was injured 
in September last year and 
successfully underwent 
surgery, has been off-pitch 
for a period of four months 
now, but his return shows 
green light to the club as he 
managed to score in his first 
match. He was assisted by 
Themba Zwane.
Shalulile was last season›s 
top scorer in the league 
with a score card recording 
23 goals, while his goal 
against the Chilli Boys was 
his 7th of the season.
He is still one of the top 
scorers in the DSTV 
Premiership League this 
season along with Bonfils-

Caleb Bimenyimana and 
Bradley Grobler.
«It is unfair to discredit the 
work we have done as a 
whole. We were without our 
top scorer from last season 
for a long time and still 
have a 13 point lead at the 
top of the table. We›ve had 
Rivaldo Coetzee, Shalulile 
and Bongani Zungu out 
for a long time. When you 
consider what we have 
not had the luxury of being 
able to utilize, it›s incredible 
what the group of players 
have been able to do», 
said Rhulani Mokwena, the 
club’s coach.
Shalulile is expected to be 
part of the squad for their 
upcoming match against 
Kaizer Chiefs this weekend 
on Saturday, 21 January, at 
the FNB Stadium (Soccer 
City) at 20H00. 

Photo: Peter Shalulile scores in Mamelodi Sundown›s win over 
Chippa United.

• Samuel Daniel 
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