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Fly Namibia is opposed 
to Fly Etosha's licence 

application
By Dolly Menas
FlyNamibia and its affiliate, Westair Aviation, 

have raised their objections to the transportation 

committee of the Namibian Ministry of Works 

and Transport through documents that outline 

their opposition to the application of a scheduled 

air transport service licence filed by Aupapa 

Ekandjo for a proposed airline to be called Fly 

Etosha.

The opposition to the licence is based on the 

grounds of lack of financial resources, aircraft, 

maintenance facilities, ground handling services, 

insurance coverage, personnel, and safety of the 

passengers.

“As an airline, the merit of our objection to 

this application is based solely on our concerns 

about the rendering of safe, satisfactory, and 

reliable service,” FlyNamibia says.

FlyNamibia says that safety is the most 

important concern for an airline because the 

lives of passengers and crew are at stake.

It stamped out that air travel involves complex 

systems and processes that require rigorous 

attention to detail and adherence to regulations 

to ensure safe operations.

“Safety is the foundation of the airline industry's 

reputation and success,” stated FlyNamibia.

According to FlyNamibia, the application as 

it stands has raised serious concerns as to the 

planned airline’s ability to ensure the safety of 

passengers.

“An unreliable airline with serious safety 

concerns could negatively affect the entire 

Namibian aviation industry and create a negative 

public perception of the reliability and safety 

of all airlines and aircraft operators currently 

operating within Namibia,” according to 

FlyNamibia.

FlyNamibia rejects any claims made by 

members of the public that the airline has filed 

this objection in order to discourage competition 

and deter other airlines from starting operations.

“FlyNamibia and its shareholders are in the 

business of aviation, and as business operators, 

we are well aware of the positive impact 

competition has on good business practices,” 

says FlyNamibia.

Competition, according to FlyNamibia, is 

essential for good businesses because it drives 

innovation, encourages businesses to improve 

their products and services, and promotes 

efficiency.

“I am a self-driven Crocheter”
By Terence Mukasa

Among the self-driven youth dedicated to making a 
difference in the Namibian economy is Annastasia 
Aindongo (21), a business owner of a clothing brand 
named Crochets by Annah.

Crochets by Annah was established in November 
2020 and sells a variety of items such as dresses, tops, 
bags, and even bikinis.

Aindongo explained that the main objective of the 
business is to create and sell quality and affordable 
products to enhance the business and brand reputation.

“Passion has always been a driving force for me, 
being able to see the impacts of my own work that has 
consistently received positive feedback,” Aindongo 

said.
The self-driven crocheter has thus far managed to 

export her products to the United Kingdom (UK).
“I managed to export my work to the UK, and the 

client appreciated it. I would definitely want to do it 
more often when I have orders outside Namibia just 
to market the brand,” she said.

Aindongo is currently a third-year education student 
at the University of Namibia in Katima Mulilo.

She is currently running her business alone but 
hopes to work with a team in years to come.

“I have a career I need to focus on. 

Annastasia Aindongo
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“Competition forces businesses to stay focused 

on their customers, continuously improving 

their offerings, and lowering their prices. The 

competition also fosters a healthy market 

environment that benefits both businesses and 

consumers.”

FlyNamibia further adds that it currently 

competes directly with several airlines, and 

they foresee and welcome more competition on 

the horizon with the imminent arrival of other 

regional airlines.

FlyNamibia has been operational since June 

2019, expanding its network of flights to include 

domestic routes from Eros Airport in Windhoek to 

Ondangwa, Rundu, Katima Mulilo, Oranjemund, 

and now Walvis Bay, as well as a regional route 

from the Hosea Kutako International Airport to 

Cape Town.

FlyNamibia, with its ethos based on the 

concept of Ubuntu, which is celebrated across 

the African continent, aims to be a beacon that 

connects Namibia as a community with the rest 

of the world and helps bring the world to Namibia 

so that they can showcase how unique and truly 

special they are as a destination.

FlyNamibia remains firmly committed to 

supporting the Namibia nation and its people and 

endeavours to be an airline the country can be 

proud of.

Fly Namibia
 from page 1

Self-driven crocheter
 from page 1

Therefore, I only attend to the crochet business on a 
part-time basis, but I hope to have a team that will assist 
me when I am busy with my work,” said Aindongo.

With so many people taking up crocheting as a 
business or hobby, she says what distinguishes her 
designs is that they are always done from the heart, and 

she produces designs that she enjoys. 
As a result, she counseled those in a similar industry 

to constantly be unique. 
“Never try to compete with the enterprises of others. 

We all do things differently and have our own distinct 
methods of doing things. Instead, let the person or 
company you wish to compete with encourage you,” 

she stated. 
Comparison is the thief of joy, and people in business 

should be inspired or encouraged by others rather than 
feeling like they are competing with them.

Crochets by Annah can be found on Instagram at @
crochetsbyannah or by phone at 0814883447.

terencelota12@gmail.com

Ritja took careefair to the Omaheke region
By Dolly Menas

The Ritja career fair hosted its first education 

seminar of the year this week at various 

schools in the Omaheke region with the 

aim and purpose of encouraging learners to 

make informed decisions when deciding on 

the various career paths they wish to pursue.

Formed in 2013, Ritja is a grassroots non-

profit organisation under the patronage of 

Khomas Governor Laura Mcloud Katjirua.

The fair was hosted at Okorukambe village 

before moving to the region’s capital town, 

Gobabis, on Friday. The fair is held annually 

in different parts of the country with the 

sole aim of allowing scholars to acquire the 

necessary knowledge about the courses that 

suit them and the job opportunities available.

According to the event coordinator, Hilma 

Petrus, the fair focuses on youth elevation 

regarding education and entrepreneurship 

while creating an engagement platform for 

students and different institutions concerning 

self-employment.

“Its focus is lined with elevating the 

youth with regards to education and 

entrepreneurship by creating a platform 

for the engagement of students, youth, and 

different institutions both in academia and 

business with regards to self-employment,” 

she said.

She noted that the fair has been driven by 

the sub-standard national results that saw 

more than 70% of 2022 grade 11 students 

who sat for the national examinations fail to 

qualify for tertiary level.

“The fair is driven by the recently published 

national results coming to the realisation to 

engage in a more comprehensive, multi-

sectoral, and result-oriented event that will 

allow students an opportunity to engage 

with different institutions and receive proper 

guidance as they require,” Petrus noted.

Petrus said that the fair has a positive 

impact on the students and the youth at 

large as they connect to different learning 

and business opportunities, allowing them 

to have a handful of options, which in turn 

allows them to make the right decisions 

based on their personalities and passions.

“The career fair has seen a positive 

outcome with an increase in performance 

and recognized schools such as Okamatapati 

Combined School, Okondjatu Combined 

School, Mweshipandeka Secondary School, 

Okakarara Secondary School, and other 

schools in the ||Karas region,” said Petrus.

The fair has been assisting the education 

directory for the past ten years to accelerate 

the education system in Namibia by providing 

clear career guidance to all learners and 

creating a networking platform for students 

to interact and share information.

According to her, with a further plan on 

establishing a monitoring system to record 

success stories as a result of the career 

fair and to be shared as motivation to the 

youth and enable the organisation to take 

accountability for shortcomings and increase 

further on accomplishments, they began by 

using their personal funds to reach students 

and youth from various regions with the help 

of sponsors from public institutions such as 

the Namibia Student Financial Assistance.

Ritja Career Fair is the brainchild of the 

national broadcaster’s (NBC) Omurari 

investigative journalist, Uzeraije Kapika 

Tjazerua. After several discussions with the 

late governor of the Otjozondjupa Region, 

Rapama Kamehozu, in 2012, the idea was 

born in 2013.
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DID YOU KNOW?

House flies eat their own vomit

Houseflies use their feet to taste things 

because they don’t have mouths to bite or 

chew food. If they find something yummy, 

they vomit on it because the puke contains 

digestive enzymes that help to break down 

the food. The vomit allows flies to use their 

sponge-like tongue to soak up the barf and 

get the nutrients they need. Make sure you 

know which seemingly “harmless” bugs can 

actually bite you.

Compiled by Samuel Daniel

Surviving by selling empty containers
By Anely shitangi

Meme Alina, a resident of Greenwell Matongo 

is battling for her life with her five kids at home. 

Alina collects empty bottles and tins and sell 

them to companies with Scrap yards in order 

for her to get the little she can as a source of 

income to cater for her and her children. The 

little she gets is never enough so they always find 

themselves hungry.

Alina aged 45 is unemployed and finding it 

difficult to maintain her kids. 

All her children go to school and they are 

orphans making her a single mother. She is now 

pleading to the nation for help with whatever 

they can so they can manage. She will continue 

to hustle for them with hoping to one day find a 

better job and provide better food the family.

She can be contacted on her personal 

phone:0812334917 Survival for the fittest: Bags of containers that Alina sell to earn a living for her family.

PGMOL Held an Emergency Meeting 
After Last Weekend VAR Blunders

• Timoteus Iyambo

Professional Games Match Officials (PGMOL) 
held an emergency meeting aimed to the VAR 
and top-flight refrees following last weekend 
most bungling errors. 

The meeting held in at Stockley Park headed 
by new Chief Refereeing Officer Howard Webb, 
focused on reviewing and eradicating VAR errors 
in Premier League matches in order to delivering 
high officiating standards for the benefit of the 
games.

“There was a focus on error prevention and a 
reinforcement of best practice process with the 
aim of achieving accurate outcomes in an efficient 
manner going forward,” a statement from the 
PGMOL indicated.

Following last weekend incidents in two separate 
games, match between Arsenal-Brentford and 

Brighton Hove Albion-Crystal Palace, VAR 
fell below expectations. In Arsenal›s draw with 
Brentford, VAR reportedly failed to spot an 
offside play in Brentford›s goal build -up. In the 
last incident, Brighton›s opener was ruled out as 
a result of the lines being drawn from the wrong 
defender.

VAR errors, as acknowledged by PGMOL on 
Sunday, left the victim clubs fuming especially 
Arsenal as they were denied important points and 
missed their chance to move eight points clear.

It has now proven this was not the first time 
controversial VAR decisions have happened in 
English Premier League leading to different teams 
dropping points this season. In fact, it has happened 
on four separate occasions.
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TikTok eyes European data centres 
amid regulatory pressure

Chinese social media company TikTok plans to 

open two more data centres in Europe, according 

to a senior executive, a move that could mitigate 

concerns over the security of users’ data and ease 

regulatory pressure on the company.

TikTok has been seeking to assure governments 

and regulators that users’ personal data cannot be 

accessed and its content cannot be manipulated 

by China’s Communist Party or anyone else 

under Beijing’s influence.

The short video-sharing app, owned by China’s 

ByteDance, aims to expand its European data 

storage, TikTok’s general manager for operations 

in Europe Rich Waterworth said in a blog post 

on Friday.

“We are at an advanced stage of finalising a 

plan for a second data centre in Ireland with a 

third-party service provider, in addition to the 

site announced last year,” he said.

“We’re also in talks to establish a third 

data centre in Europe to further complement 

our planned operations in Ireland. European 

TikTok user data will begin migrating this year, 

continuing into 2024,” Waterworth said.

The company on Friday also reported on average 125 million monthly active users in the European 

Union between August 2022 to January 2023, subjecting it to stricter EU online content rules known 

as the Digital Services Act (DSA).

The DSA labels companies with more than 45 million users as very large online platforms and 

requires them to do risk management, external and independent auditing, share data with authorities 

and researchers and adopt a code of conduct.

The European Commission had given online 

platforms and search engines until February 17 

to publish their monthly active users. Very large 

online platforms have four months to comply 

with the rules or risk fines.

Twitter on Thursday said it has 100.9 million 

average monthly users in the EU, based on an 

estimation of the last 45 days.

Alphabet provided one set of numbers based on 

users’ accounts and another set based on signed-

out recipients, saying that users can access its 

services whether they sign into an account or 

when they are signed out.

It said the average monthly number of signed-

in users totalled 278.6 million at Google Maps, 

274.6 million at Google Play, 332 million at 

Google Search, 74.9 million at Shopping and 

401.7 million at YouTube. Earlier this week, 

Meta Platforms said it had 255 million average 

monthly active users on Facebook in the EU and 

about 250 million average monthly active users 

on Instagram in the last six months of 2022.

TikTok is trying to assure regulators that users› personal data cannot be accessed by the 
Chinese government [File: Kiichiro Sato/AP Photo]

Balloons, ‘objects’ – what’s in the sky above the US?
The United States military shot down a flurry of objects this month: a large object it identified as a 

Chinese surveillance balloon followed by three smaller objects that the government said might be 

“benign”.

The airborne objects were drifting through airspace increasingly crowded with commercial and 

amateur balloons, drones and possible aerial surveillance craft belonging to adversaries. Their 

rising numbers pose a challenge to aviators and government agencies. Experts say that while heavy 

commercial balloons must meet strict Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations, lighter 

amateur balloons are exempt from most rules, and the FAA might not be able to track them.

Military and intelligence officials found no evidence that the three smaller objects were conducting 

surveillance for another country, and they were not sending communication signals, National Security 

Council spokesman John Kirby said at a White House briefing on Monday.

The three smaller objects may be operated by private companies or researchers although no one has 

claimed them, Kirby said. He ruled out extraterrestrials: “I don’t think the American people need to 

worry about aliens with respect to these craft. Period.”

In January, the US spotted a 60-metre-tall (200-foot-high) object it identified as a Chinese 

surveillance balloon. China said it had launched the device but it was a weather balloon. The US 

monitored the balloon as it travelled about 18,000 metres (60,000 feet) over Alaska, Canada and then 

to Idaho. On February 4, as it drifted off the coast of South Carolina, the US military shot it down 

over shallow waters about 13 metres (45 feet) deep. The US navy is working to recover the debris.

Days later, the US shot down three smaller objects. “We’re calling them objects, not balloons, 

for a reason,” General Glen VanHerck, head of North American Aerospace Defense Command, or 

NORAD, told reporters.

On Friday, US jets shot down a car-sized object flying at 12,000 metres (40,000 feet) over the 

Arctic Ocean near Alaska. The following day, jets shot down another “cylindrical” object at the same 

altitude over the Yukon. Canada’s defence minister, Anita Anand, said it was smaller than the Chinese 

surveillance balloon. And on Sunday, jets shot down a third object with an “octagonal” shape soaring 

at 6,000 metres (20,000 feet) over Lake Huron.

The recent events are not isolated. In February 2022, the US said it had detected a high-altitude 

unmanned balloon over the Hawaiian islands and sent aircraft to intercept it.

Aerobots. or robot balloons like this one testing whether it could one day fly above Venus, 
is one of many balloons and other objects in US airspace [Courtesy: NASA/Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory]

Source: Aljazeera
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