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Ameshelelo out on bail
Namibia Economic Freedom 
Fighters (NEFF) Commissar Michael 
Amushelelo, was granted bail of 
N$3,000 on Wednesday. His co-accused 
Mbemba Immanuel, Sabas Kashiimbi 
and Padelia Hamukwaya were granted 
bail of N$1,000.

Defense attorney Samuel Kadhila, 
upheld the release and the accused was 
granted bail on the condition that he does 
not participate in further illegal protests.

“We understand that this is a clash of 
politics and law as well as social justice, 
so nothing is in jeopardy for his case. 
Our client will continue to fight for our 
people” Said Amoomo. 

Amushelelo and his co-accused were 

arrested last week on Wednesday, 
following a public demonstration by 
street cleaners in Windhoek, who were 
on strike over their working conditions. 
Demonstrators dumped garbage cans on 
the streets of the city center. The case is 
postponed to the 6th of April 2023.

His lawyer Kadhila Amoomo said; 
Inspector General Joseph is suing 
Amushelelo for N$ 1000 000.00. He 
further stated that they will continue to 
update the public with regards to that 
matter. 

Amushelelo was also released on 
N$3,000 bail three weeks ago in the 
Walvis Bay Magistrate Court.

 
Photo: Political Activist Michael Amushelelo, with lawyers from Kadhila Amoomo Legal 

Firm

N$1 million maternity ward to save mothers and babies

During a consultation meeting held 
on Friday, the 17th of February 2023 
at the Rupara Development Centre, 
Development Bank of Namibia 
(DBN) spokesperson Jerome 
Mutumba announced that DBN will 
fund the construction of the maternity 
ward at Rupara Health Centre in the 
Kavango West Region. 

The bank is doing this through 
their corporate social responsibility 
for community safety and health 
management programme valued at 
N$1 million dollars

Martha Muronga a resident at 
Rupara village and a mother of 
four said that women at her village 
have been having problems with 
the maternity ward because it only 
accommodates two individuals and if 
there are more, the women are forced 
to deliver in the other wards.  

“I know two mothers who lost their 
babies due to not being attended to 
on time. There was just no room for 
them to deliver their babies at all,” 
she said. She emphasized that women 
in critical conditions are transported 
to Rundu or Nankudu hospital 
where the baby may die in the womb 
meanwhile the transportation. 

“We also have a problem that 
sometimes they take you all the way 
to Nankudu, from Nankudu to Rundu, 
arriving there sometimes the baby 
has died in the womb meanwhile it 

was that whole time you were being 
transported from sunset to sunrise. 
All these we are seeing a lot of 
difficulties,” she said.

The resident said it would be a 
good thing for DBN to fund the 
construction of the maternity ward 
at Rupara Health Centre as they face 
troubles during deliveries. 

“Sometimes when you arrive at 
the hospital and the two available 
rooms are full, you will be put in a 
different room that is not for a person 
to deliver,” she said

The resident of Ruparu stressed that 
the women who just delivered face 
dizziness as a result of huger due to 
the unavailability of a kitchen at the 
facility.

“The hospital does not provide 
any food for women who have just 
given birth because it does not have a 
kitchen and the centre does not admit 
patients unless you are in a critical 
condition,” she said. 

“Sometimes the relatives of the 
patient are still far, the person will 
face dizziness from hunger because 
they are not given anything axcept 
what is coming from their relatives,” 
She stressed. 

She also stressed that when 
mothers are sent to go home due to 
the unavailability of patient rooms, 
they sit under trees to wait for their 
relatives, which may be a very bad 

condition in rainy seasons which may 
affect the baby in a bad way.

The resident said she appreciates 
the government for finally attending 
to their cry for help of proving 
delivery rooms. She also said that 
the mothers tend to lose a lot of 
energy after giving birth and they 
are supposed to have an adequate 
sleep for at least two days before 
they leave for home. 

Rupara health centre has a 

catchment population of 7551 and 
conducts delivery on a daily basis 
with an average of 22 babies being 
born at the facility on a busy month. 

The Development Bank of 
Namibia requested the office of the 
governor to identify projects within 
the region to benefit from DBN’s 
corporate social investment project. 
The proposal was forwarded to 
DBN by the office of the governor 
for consideration and was approved. 

By Dolly Menasa

By Samuel Daniel
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NUST talks to develop skills 
across the African Aviation 

Value Chain Take Off
By Samuel Daniel

Namibia University of Science and 
Technology (NUST) in collaboration 
with its longstanding partner, 
Tampere University in Finland, is 
in serious talks to develop skills 
across the African Aviation value 
chain, a statement released this week, 
announced.

A Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU), signed more than two years 
ago articulated that, a feasibility study 
must be coordinated between the two 
parties to establish the AiRRhow 
Centre of Excellence for Civil 
Aviation for Africa in Keetmanshoop.

“Civil aviation in Africa has 
unique challenges such as limited 
infrastructure, regulatory barriers, and 
safety concerns,” Dr. Erold Naomab, 
NUST Vice-Chancellor said.

He further added that, such a 
centre could prompt the design and 
manufacturing of aircraft, aircraft 
maintenance, airline operations, air 
traffic control, ground handling, 
airline marketing and sales, and 
regulation.

This plan stands to boost the African 
aviation sector, which largely relies 
on tourism, by supporting economic 
growth, regional integration, and 
improved connectivity.

The first in a series of planned 
feasibility workshops took place 
on Monday this week, to serve as a 
platform to map a way forward on 

how the project can be rolled out 
effectively. 

Discussions revolved around 
resources needed and how the current 
skills gap can be addressed.

Minister of Works and Transport, 
John Mutorwa graced the occasion, 
and phrased his remarks from 
the MoU document, saying “to 
promote public-private partnership 
cooperation and to foster sustainable 
and innovative Civil Aviation related 
training and education in Namibia.”

The MoU further states that the 
Parties undertake to cooperate in 
the areas of conducting a Feasibility 
Study on establishing a Centre of 
Excellence for Civil Aviation that 
will look at institutional technical, 
academic, and economic viability.

Following the Feasibility Study, 
a Draft Business Plan of a Centre 
of Excellence for Training and 
Education of Civil Aviation in 
Namibia will be formulated to 
conduct a separate study of physical 
and digital learning environments, to 
promote job creation, and to expand 
local/regional value addition within 
the Civil Aviation sector.

Industry experts said the 
establishment of the centre in 
Namibia will not only propel the 
increase of training in a variety of 
aviation technologies but also drive 
several economic activities. 

“ Hope is the drive for emotions and 
well-being of students, an essential 

component to live a successful life” - 
Nangolo

The International University of 
Management (IUM) dean of students 
Emma Nangolo said students should 
have hope during the 2023 academic 
year as it drives their emotions 
and well-being which are essential 
components of their lives if they are 
to live happily and to lead successful 
lives.
She said this at the official opening 
of  IUM 2023 academic year on 
Monday, 20 February held under the 
theme ‘The year of enhanced service 
delivery’.
“Let us, sisters and brothers start with 
hope, let us create hope, let us sow 
in hope so that we can have a good 
harvest at the end of the day,” she 
said. 
Nangolo emphasized that the 
prospect of a new academic year can 
be exciting as one looks forward with 
anticipation to new possibilities and 
opportunities to build relationships 
and to share new ideas. 
“Entering a new academic year is 
an exciting thing, more especially 
to students as they look forward to 
learning new skills, making friends 
and growing intellectually,” she said.
She also said that it could also be 
described as one faces the unknown 
space and future with anxiety and 
fear possibly wondering whether the 
problems and challenges of the past 
will repeat themselves. 
“When we refer to the future, it is a 
common mistake to allow the events 
of the past to cloud our vision such as 
personal problems, disappointments, 
family conflicts, financial setbacks, 
stresses and strains which tent to 
dictate the pattern of thoughts when 
we enter new spaces and ponder about 
new undertakings,” said Nangolo.  
In her last words, Nangolo pleads 
with the students to embrace the 

academic year 2023 with hopeful 
thoughts, emotions, attitudes, plans, 
energy and desires.
IUM registrar Aquilinus Nashilundo 
said IUM is a private university that 
is committed to collaring excellence, 
that prides itself as a university 
dedicated to its people’s future. 
“At UIM, you have the opportunity 
to learn new things, to acquire 
new knowledge, to grow new 
competencies, to develop new 
skills and to enhance your personal 
attributes in profound ways that will 
shape your character for the rest of 
your life,” he said. 
At IUM, he added, it is inevitable 
that students will grow academically 
as well as intellectually, socially, 
mentally, spiritually and emotionally.
“New students, you will have the 
opportunity to make new friendships 
that will impact your lives in 
incredible ways both in the university 
for the next couple of years as well as 
for the rest of your lives,” he added. 
While a lot of hard work lies ahead 
of the students, Natangwe Shikesho 
Student Representative Council 
President (SRC) said that temptation 
and destructions may come their way 
and urged students to remain focused 
to finish what they have started and 
fulfil their dreams. 
“During your courses, you may 
face a lot of challenges but always 
remember to stay focused, finish what 
you started and achieve your goals,” 
Shikesho.
He stressed that if the students find 
themselves in situations, they should 
always speak up and not face it alone. 
“Whenever you find yourself in 
anything that you think is not fine, we 
need to dive in with you. Do not just 
be there all alone and do not think it is 
too early to contact us,” he said. 

• Dolly Menas

Successful life  continue on page 3
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Shikesho stamped out that their 
role as the elders is to centralize 
the lives of their students and 
appeals to them that they should 
study hard, explore, discover and 
debate. 
Founded in 2002, the Institute 
of Higher Education was 
transformed into IUM in 2004 
which became a university that 
has its own unique institutional 

identity and culture that stems 
from its principal of learning, 
discovering and exploring 
through breaker research.
“The future of IUM and the 
progress of its graduates are 
hinged on the wisdom of those 
who navigaters, the lecturers, 
professors and administrative 
stuff. We should therefore not 
be discouraged as success is for 

those who per severe,” David 
Namwandi, founder and chair of 
the council. 
He said that they as a team declare 
2023 as a year of enhanced 
service delivery. 
“This is what we set to ourselves 
to achieve and it will come to 
pass,” Namwandi said. 
He also said that they are 
determined to equip their 

graduates with problem solving 
skills, critical thinking skills, 
creativity skills and all other 
skills that are in line with the 21st 
century. 
“As an institution in the 21st 
century, we are ready to equip our 
graduates with skills, which are 
tactic and in keeping with fourth 
and fifth industrial revolution,” 
Namwandi.

Successful life  from page 2

N$72 Million Assigned As Assistance
 For Flood-Affected Victims

At its monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
The Cabinet approved N$72 
million to provide relief to flood-
affected communities in northern 
Namibia.

The National Committee for 
Disaster Risk Management, which 
falls under the Office of the Prime 
Minister, has been tasked with 
ensuring optimal and effective 
coordination of response to 
emergencies and assist the affected 
communities.

“The Directorate of Disaster 
Risk Management will carry out 
an assessment of the impact of 
the floods and propose further 
interventions,” said Prime Minister 
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila.

The floods that occurred 
in December last year, hit 
communities in northern Namibia, 
leaving many homeless and 
damaging their property. The aid 
will be in the form of water, tents, 
food, mosquito nets, hygiene items, 
life jackets, blankets, mattresses 
and psychosocial support to flood-
affected communities.

The Ministry of Education, 
Arts and Culture further directed 
the cabinet to propose feasible 
interventions, to restore teaching 
and learning in flood-affected 
schools, while the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Water and Land 
Reforms was tasked with putting 
in place measures, to address the 
ongoing flood situation and future 

calamities in flood-affected areas.
“One of the measures is the 

supply of clean drinking water and 
sanitation facilities to the affected 
communities”, the Prime Minister 
said.

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water and Land Reforms will 
also ensure the development of 
early warning components to 
better prepare for future floods. 
These components include flood 

forecasting, monitoring and early 
warning systems for flood-prone 
basins.

Other components include the 
construction and rehabilitation of 
upstream levees in flood-prone 
areas to be used for post-flood 
irrigation, as well as liaising 
with relevant stakeholders for 
communication education, 
including traditional authorities on 
flood preparedness. 

Internet Governance
By Eunike Nekundi
Internet governance is the adoption 
and implementation of universal 
principles, practices, policies, 
decision-making procedures, and 
initiatives by governments, the 
private sector, and civil society in 
the context of their respective roles 
that shape the evolution and use of 
the Internet.

The Internet is an enormous 
global network of linked devices, 
computers, and servers, making it 
a very dispersed and sophisticated 
system. As a result, governing the 
Internet as a whole is challenging. 

The infrastructure and protocols 
of the Internet, for example, 
are subject to regulation and 
supervision. Currently, a wide range 
of entities, including governments, 
international organizations like the 
United Nations, private businesses, 
and civil society organizations, 
regulate the Internet. Each of these 
organizations is charged with 
regulating various facets of the 
Internet, including the assignment 
of IP addresses, the administration 
of domain names, and the creation 
of technical standards. 

Effective Internet regulation, 
though, is not without its difficulties. 
Due to the fact that the Internet 
crosses international borders, it is 
challenging to apply national rules 
and regulations consistently. This 
poses one of the key challenges. It 
can be challenging to strike a balance 
between other interests like law 
enforcement and national security 
and concerns about censorship, free 
expression, privacy, and security. 

In conclusion, while the Internet as 

Continue On Page 4

• Samuel Daniel
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a whole is challenging to govern, specific elements 
of it can be effectively controlled and regulated 
by a variety of groups. There is no organization 
that controls the Internet, multiple stakeholders 
contribute to the rules and norms that govern 

the Internet, they do this at various platforms 
such as the Internet Governance Forum, 
Internet Society (ISOC), Communications 
Regulatory of Namibia (CRAN), etc.   There 
are also multiple parts of the Internet managed 

by different organizations such as ICANN, 
IANA, IETF, and others. Yet, there are also 
enormous obstacles to Internet regulation, and 
it is a continuous and difficult effort to strike the 
correct balance between conflicting interests.

Internet Governance from Page 3

VAR Official Quit His Role Following 
His Controversial Decision

Premier League referee departed 
his role after his VAR blunder in 
Arsenal’s draw against Brentford last 
week. 

The 51 year old, Lee Mason who 
was in charge of Video Assistant 
Referee(VAR) technology in 
Arsenal›s draw with Brentford is 
reportedly departed  following his 
controversial VAR decision last week. 

The two VAR incidents last week 
errors saw PGMOL chief Howard 
Webb call for an emergency meeting 

with all Premier League officials 
summoned. Lee was under increased 
scrutiny for his costly decision after 
failed to spot an offside play in 
Arsenal’s draw with Brentford. 

Sky Sport revealed Lee was a 
Premier League referee for 15 years 
and oversaw 287 top-flight matches 
during that time, with his last coming 
during the closing stages of the 
2021-22 season before he registered 
as a VAR official this season.  His 
withdrawal was confirmed by the 

Professional Game Match Officials 
Limited (PGMOL).

A statement read: “PGMOL 
can confirm that Video Assistant 
Referee Lee Mason has departed the 
organisation by mutual consent.”

VAR errors and number of 
questionable decisions in the Premier 
League this season has left the future 
of VAR technology under increased 
uncertainty.

Source: Sportmax 
Video Assistant Referee, Lee Mason left 
PGMOL after 15-year career at top-level 

match official. Photo: TALKSPORT

•Timoteus Iyambo

Netflix cuts prices for subscribers
 in more than 30 countries

Streaming giant Netflix has cut 
prices in more than 30 countries as it 
attempts to attract more subscribers.

Prices have been cut in parts of 
Asia, Europe, Latin America, sub-
Saharan Africa and the Middle East.

It comes as the rising cost of living 
sees households tightening their 
belts and Netflix faces increased 
competition from rival services.

“Members have never had 
more choices when it comes 
to entertainment,” a company 
spokesperson told the BBC.

Countries in which subscription 
charges have been lowered include 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, the 

Philippines, Croatia, Venezuela, 
Kenya and Iran.

The cuts apply to certain price plans, 
with subscription charges falling by 
half in some cases.

The company did not name the UK 
or the US as countries where it had 
cut its prices.

“We›re always exploring ways to 
improve our members› experience. 
We can confirm that we are updating 
the pricing of our plans in certain 
countries,”  a Netflix spokesperson 
said.

Netflix, which operates in more than 
190 countries, has faced increased 
competition from streaming rivals 

including Amazon, HBO and Disney.
Last year, the firm cut hundreds of 

jobs and launched a less expensive 
streaming option with adverts as 
it fought to grow its share of the 
increasingly competitive streaming 
market.

In January, Netflix co-chief 
executive Greg Peters outlined how 
he planned to attract more subscribers.

“We want to make that spectrum 
even wider as we seek to serve more 
members around the world and trying 
to deliver appropriate value at those 
different price points,” Mr Peters 
said.

The company is also cracking down 

on people sharing their subscriptions.
Netflix introduced limits on 

password sharing in more countries 
earlier this month. These require 
customers to pay an extra fee if 
they want friends and family who 
don›t live with them to share their 
subscription.

Last summer, Netflix revealed that it 
had lost almost a million subscribers 
between April and the end of June 
as more people decided to quit the 
service.

However, in January the company 
said subscriber numbers had jumped 
at the end of 2022.
Source: BBC
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